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The third international conference on Easter Island re-
search, the Rapa Nui Rendezvous, was held in Laramie,
Wyoming, August 3-6, 1993. It was sponsored by the Univer-
sity of Wyoming, and was the first of the Easter Island
conferences to be hosted in the United States. Sixty papers
were presented by researchers from 18 countries. Over 250
participants attended the conference which was held in
recognition of the contributions to Easter Island research
made by the late William T. Mulloy, Wyoming anthropolo-
gist and his colleagues of the 1955-56 Norwegian Expedi-
tion. The honored members of the expedition team were:
Thor Heyerdahl, Ph.D., expedition leader, Kon-Tiki Mu-
seum, Oslo, Norway; Edwin Ferdon, Ph.D., University of
Arizona; Gonzalo Figueroa G.-H., Siln Bernardo, Chile;
William T. Mulloy, Ph.D. (deceased), University of
Wyoming; Arne Skjl6lsvold, Ph.D., Kon-Tiki Museum, Oslo;
and Carlyle S. Smith, Ph.D., University of Kansas.
Thor Heyerdahl and three of the other members of the
team (Ferdon, Skjl6lsvold, Smith) were in attendance.
William Mulloy, the only deceased member of the team, was
represented by his widow, Emily Ross Mulloy. Since the
conference, Carlyle S. Smith has likewise passed away (Dec.
13. 1993). Heyerdahl, Skjl6lsvold and Smith all presented
papers.
The conference was made possible by generous funding
from the University 0; Wyoming Researcb Office and was
strongly supported in numerous ways by members of tbe
Easter Island Foundation, University of Wyoming Depart-
ment of Antbropology, University of Wyoming College of
Arts and Sciences, and University of Wyoming Office of
Conferences and Institutes. Members of tbe Rapa Nui Ren-
dezvous Committee were: George W. Gill, Ph.D., Committee
Cbairman; Georgia Lee, Pb.D., Editor Rapa NUl Jowval, Los
Osos, California; Charles Love, Western Wyoming College;
Emily Ross Mulloy, Easter Island Foundation; Douglas W.
Owsley, Pb.D. Smithsonian Institution; and Wilhelm G.
SolJJeim II, Ph.D. Professor Emeritus, Umversity of Hawai'i.
Honored guests, in addition to those from the Norwegian
Expedition team, were: Jacobo Hey P., Governor of Easter
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Island and Alberto Hotus c., Mayor of Hanga Roa, Easter
Island. Eighteen additional native people of Easter Island
were in attendance. Governor Hey and Mayor Hotus both
presented papers, and Sonia Haoa co-autbored a paper and
assisted with the conduct of the meetings.
A true Wyoming rendezvous spirit prevailed at the
meeting with a wind-up ceremony and festivities at a ranch
west of Laramie. Arapahoe and Shoshoni dancers performed.
as well as Wyoming's leading cowboy band, and two tradi-
tional Easter Island dancers (Yenicet Araki and Nancy
Manutomatoma).
The scientific papers were also quite exciting. According
to Bahn (1993) who wrote up the 1993 Rapa Nui Rendezvous
for the Rapa Nui Jowval, the physical anthropology papers
were the most important, and provided a highlight with a new
theory on the island's colonization. Certainly other exciting
new concepts were put forth as well. Two papers, for in-
stance, dealt with recent experiments in moai transport, and
two papers provided important information on avian extinc-
tion relating to environmental degradation on Rapa Nui and
other Pacific Islands.
Thirty-one of the 60 papers wen: submitted for publica-
tion; two have been previously published in Rapa Nui JO/lf-
oaf. These are by Pavel Pavel, "Reconstruction of the trans-
port of the moai statues and pukao hats" (RNJ9(3): 67-72);
and Juan Grau, "Jubaea, the Palm of Chile and Easter Island"
(RNJ 10(2): 37-43). The other editors and I have grouped the
remaining papers into categories. These are indicated below
along with the full list of titles of each submitted report.
The fLrst group of papers covering various archaeologi-
cal topics are contained within the pages of this issue of
Rapa Nui JowvaJ The next group will appear in the next
issue of the Jowval, and the final papers will be presented in
the following issue of Rapa Nui JOUflJaf.
For the reader's benefit tbe full list of published papers
is provided below by author and title.
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